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“The term Islamophobia refers to unfounded hostility towards Islam.
It refers also to the practical consequences of such hostility in unfair
discrimination against Muslim individuals and communities, and to
the exclusion of Muslims from the mainstream political and social

affairs”.
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“The original Islamophobia report states that the term refers to
three phenomena

« Unfounded hostility towards Islam;

* Practical consequences of such hostility in unfair discrimination
against Muslim individuals and communities;

* Exclusion of Muslims from mainstream political and social affairs”
We mainly agree with this broad definition. In our view, the focus

should be on the second and third phenomena.
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“The word ‘Islamophobia’ has been coined because there is a new
reality which needs naming: anti-muslim prejudices has grown so
considerably and so rapidly in recent years that a new item in the
vocabulary is needed so that it can be identified and acted against.
In a similar way there was a time in European history when a new
word, antisemitism, was needed and coined to highlight the growing
dangers of anti-jewish hostility. The coining of a new word, and
with it the identification of a growing danger, did not in that
instance avert eventual tragedy. By the same token, the mere use
of the new word ‘Islamophobia’ will not in itself prevent tragic
conflict and waste. But, we believe, it can play a valuable part in

the long run endeavor of correcting perceptions and relationships”.
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“It is possible therefore to describe ‘Islamophobia’ as an umbrella
term incorporating criminal behaviour, open hostility and bigotry

and prejudice aimed at Muslim or Islamic targets”.
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“It is not intrinsically phobic or prejudiced, offcourse, to disagree
with or to disapprove of muslim beliefs, laws or practices. Adherents
of other world faiths disagree with Muslims on points of theology
and religious practice. By the same token agnostics and secular
humanists disagree with Muslims, as with all religious believers on
basic issues. In a liberal democracy it is inevitable and healthy that
people will criticize and oppose, sometimes robustly, opinions and
practices with which they disagree. It can be legitimate to criticize
policies and practices of Muslim states and regimes, for example
especially when their governments do not subscribe to
internationally recognized human rights, freedoms and democratic
procedures, or to criticize and condemn terrorist movements which
claim to be motivated by Islamic values. Similarly it can be
legitimate to criticize the treatment of women in some Muslim
countries, or the views and attitudes which some muslims have
towards “the west”, or towards other world faith. Debates,
arguments and disagreements on all these issues take place just as
much amongst Muslims, it is important to recognize, as between

Muslims and non-Muslims. “
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